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 Notes and Audio of each 
Meeting are Posted for Public 
Review 

 Instant Access to Notes and 
Dialogue of Key Topics 
Availability Instantly 

 Access to Speech and Emotion 
Maintains information lost in 
Text Transcription 

 Most Public Governmental 
Proceedings Mandate 
Published Notes 

 Pencasting Saves Time, Money 
and Provide More Information 
to Constituency 

Staff Meetings / Board Meetings 
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• Print observation form on dot paper 

• Record segments of the lesson 

• Use the recorded segments to reinforce positive 

behaviors or instruct in areas that need 

improvement 

Classroom Observations 
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Print or sketch a seating chart on dot paper 

 

 

Document classroom interactions between students 

Classroom Walkthroughs 
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Master Teachers can mentor new teachers by creating 
pencasts that demonstrate: 

• Lesson presentations 

• Classroom management techniques 

• Instructional strategies 

 

 

Mentoring Programs 
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• Store all of your meeting notes in one or more 

Livescribe notebooks 

• Search all of the notebooks for “keywords” using 

the Livescribe desktop software 

• Organize your notes with custom notebooks for 

topics of interest 

 

  

Meeting Notes 

Type Keyword 

(Optional: Choose Criteria) 

All pages with that 
word are displayed 

on the left 

 

Click on page to 
display in main 

window 
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• Save money and send fewer representatives to training workshops, 

conferences and presentations 

• Capture the conference sessions and take notes with the smartpen 

• Share notes and audio online with entire staff, district or world! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Professional Development 
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Running Records / Fluency 

 Print form on dot paper or 
create own system of 
markings in a notebook 

 Replay as many times as 
necessary using the 
playback speed if necessary 
to accurately diagnose 
reading miscues 

 Create a remediation plan 
based on findings 

 Reassess and keep all 
recordings in a student 
portfolio using custom 
notebooks 

Fairfax County Public 
Schools, Virginia 

completed a 13 school 
pilot with 100 teachers 

and found the use of the 
smartpen increased the 
accuracy and ability to 

analyze running records 
effectively 
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• Create dot labels by printing dot paper on 

mailing labels or cut up a piece of dot paper  

• Add audio to the dot with a bullet or check 

mark to activate the audio and record a review, oral 
reading, background music, etc. 

• Place the dots on objects around the room to 

audio-enable any print resource with a recording 

 

  

Audio Dots 
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• Print your lesson plan template on dot paper 

• Add audio-enhanced directions to share 

information about where items are located, special 
helpers, background knowledge on the topic, etc. 

  

Substitute Lesson Plans 
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• Fill a notebook with your music collection by 

recording songs and other musical works 

• Create a matching assessment by asking 

students to match the composer on the bottom with 
the musical composition on top (see image) 

 

 

 

Musical Notebook 
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• Create pencasts of each lesson 

• Students see and hear the lesson as many times as needed 
to grasp content at a speed they can understand 

• Create a collection for self-guided discovery of curriculum topics 

• Homebound students get the same access to instruction as students 

in school by the same teacher 
 

Check out: http://juliemcleod.org/mathcasts/ 

Homework / Homebound Helpers 
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• Bring recorded conversations of a student to 

referral meetings to document suspected speech 

difficulties for the team to review 

• Create articulation practice sheets, language 

development sheets, or customized communication 
boards 

• Students can record their practice sessions 

directly on the dot paper to document their progress  

 

 

Speech Language Pathologists 

Orange County 
Public Schools, 

Florida just 
purchased 290 

smartpens – one 
for every speech 

language 
pathologist in the 

school district! 
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• Record spelling test as delivered 

• Place in sheet protector and put stylus in pen 

• Absent students can use the test with earbuds to 

take the test when they return  

  

Make-Up Spelling Tests 
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• Record test questions and answers for 

students with verbal accommodations in their IEP 

• Students can also record their answers if 
necessary 

 

 
  

Talking Tests 

Orange County Public 
Schools, Florida  

also purchased 850 
smartpens – 10 for 

each of their 85 
Title 1 schools! 
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• Enhance parent-teacher communication by 

recording notes to parents at the bottom of a 
student’s notebook agenda for the day 

• Record messages in a student’s native 
language if a translator is available at school 

• Parents can respond back to the teacher with 

their own notes if desired 

  

Parent Penmail 
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• Print image on dot paper 

• Record information about diagram or image 

(Students can do this during a lesson with a teacher’s 
prompting to make their own study guide) 

• Place paper in sheet protector 

• Give students access for review  

 

  

Audio Study Guides 



 

18 
 

 

 

 

• Capture main ideas/topic headings during 

instruction from teacher, a video, or other source 
(leave space on page to add more information) 

• Listen to original recording and layer in more 
notes as many times as necessary for retention 

• The new notes are also linked to the audio! 

Multi-Layer Notetaking 
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IInneexxppeennssiivvee  

LLiigghhttwweeiigghhtt  

CCuussttoommiizzaabbllee  

MMoorree  MMeemmoorryy 

Augmentative/Alternative 
Communication Devices 


